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The Waynesville R-VI School District’s 
Lifetime Athletic Pass for seniors age 60 
and older now provides free admission to 
most home athletic events, student theater 
performances and band and choir concerts. 

“Our School Board members voted to 
expand the pass beyond athletic events 
to encourage seniors to see firsthand the 
great things going on in our schools,” says 
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent. “This pass 
will not only benefit our seniors, but also our 
students who appreciate having fans in the 
stands and a full audience in the theater.” 

The pass is available to seniors age 60 
and over who reside in the Waynesville R-VI 
School District. The pass admits a senior for 
free to all regular scheduled home varsity 
athletic events and student performances, 
such as theater, band and choir. It does not 
include district or post-district athletic events 
or fund-raising events, such as the Route 66 

Shootout. It also 
does not include 
admission to 
events operated 
by outside 
organizations 
on a school’s 
campus. Those 

with existing passes do not need to 
acquire a new pass. The old pass will 
automatically include the rights to attend 
the other performances for free.  

Passes may be picked up at the 
Waynesville High School Athletic Office at 
200 GW Lane Road or the Superintendent’s 
Office at 200 Fleetwood Dr. in Waynesville.

Athletic events are listed on the 
district’s athletic website at http://www.
waynesvilletigerathletics.org/ by season. A 
list of upcoming theatre and music events 
where the pass may be used is on page 8.  

Seniors age 60+ 
to get in free

It just doesn’t get much better than this:  
96.8% on the Annual Performance Report. 

For the 2014-15 School Year, the 
Waynesville R-VI district received 96.8% 
of the total points possible with gains in 
college and career readiness, attendance, 
graduation rate and individual student 
performance growth. The data from the 
tests was just released on Oct. 23. 

“This is fantastic 
news for our district,” 
says Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent. “We 
are on track for 
student success and 
for our 2020 targets.”

Students are 
administered MAP and EOC tests each 
spring. Based on its student scores, a 
district receives a percentage of points in the 
state’s MSIP 5 accountability requirements, 
which include specific learning growth 
targets for students in these areas:

Academic Achievement:  100%
Subgroup Achievement:  85.7%
College and Career Ready: 91.7%
Attendance: 100%
Graduation Rate: 100%
“Based on our growth targets, our focus 

this year will be subgroup achievement,” 
Henry says. “Teachers are trying different 
learning strategies and differentiated 
instruction with members of our subgroups 
to determine which are most effective. We 

are using very specific data on individual 
students to promote individual success. This 
is labor-intensive, very focused work and 
our teachers are working harder than ever 
to meet our mission of ‘educating individual 
students for 21st Century challenges.’” 

The subgroup includes special 
education, low-income, minority groups 
and English Language Learners.

The Waynesville 
R-VI School District 
received all of the 
points possible in all 
four academic areas:  
English language arts, 
math, social studies 
and science – based 

on individual students moving closer to the 
2020 targets. New tests were administered 
in spring 2015 and state statute includes a 
“safe harbor” provision that allows a school 
district to use the previous year’s data (if it is 
better) in the determination of the APR score.

“Because this was a new test, we had 
the option of reaching back and using last 
year’s scores, but we didn’t need to in 
any of our areas,” says Dr. Trish Adkins, 
assistant superintendent of instructional 
services. “Our students adapted very 
quickly to the new test and to taking it all 
online and we received progress points 
and growth points in each category.” 

District makes the grade with state 
Annual Performance Score 

96.8%

The Waynesville R-VI Athletic Pass 
admits those age 60 and over who live 
within the district for free to many school 
activities. The pass is free and was 
handed out in August at the Waynesville-
St. Robert Senior Citizens Center.  Continued on page 2
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Contact the Community 
Resource Office for more 
information at: (573) 842-2530

RETIRED?
LOOKING FOR WAYS 
TO GET INVOLVED?

Volunteer!
• Career exploration

• Reading with students
• Library and office support
• Afterschool club support

• Much more

Share your experiences today!

Waynesville’s 4-year graduation rate has increased 
to 90.8%. The state’s graduation rate is 87.8% and the 
national graduation rate is 81.4%. (See chart below.)  

    “Our community should be proud of our 
overall student achievement,” Henry says. “Our 
APR scores are among the best in the state.” 

    Students will take the 2015-16 tests in late April and early 
May this year with results being available in the fall 2016. 

APR scores
Continued from page 1
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As I am in my second year as superintendent, this is our second edition of 
the I in the Tiger, and it’s our second year to publish this newsletter/magazine for 
our patrons, I will focus on the number “2” and the word “too” to share some 
important information with you. I don’t want to take too much time, so here it goes: 

 • Too many things to do so we need volunteers. I want to encourage our 
    senior volunteers to get involved with our schools. We need individuals who 
    are willing to help students with their reading, math and science skills, but 

  more importantly we just need students to know others care 
  about them. (See information about volunteering 
  below at right.) 
• 2%  –  the amount of the district’s annual budget 
  that is spent on building debt (our lease-purchase 
  agreements)
• B2 Heavily Impact Aid funds account for 7 percent or about 
  $5 million of the district’s revenue. The amount we receive 
  from local sources is directly tied to our receipt of B2 funds.                        
•  20% of the district’s funds come from local 
  sources, which is very unusual; the average for the 
  state is 56% coming from local sources support. 

                              See pie charts at right.
 • Too long – the number of years the oldest sections of the 
    Waynesville Middle School have gone without a major remodel
 • 2 years in a row that our students have shown improvements 
    on their MAP scores
 • Too long since we have offered free activity passes to games, plays, theaters, 
   choir concerts to our seniors age 60 and over who reside in our district   
 • 2nd largest employer in Pulaski County is the school district
 While I have concentrated on the number 2 in this note, I want you to know 

that regardless of the subject, I believe that our students, teachers, staff and 
administrators are number 1. 

Dr. Brian Henry
Superintendent

Message from the Superintendent
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Waynesville Middle School became the first 

in the state of Missouri to register and dedicate 

a Little Free Library – and they did it five times.

Students in Somer Rivard’s language arts 

classes dedicated and opened the WMDS Little 

Free Libraries in five spots – their school and 

Waynesville City Park on Sept. 28; the Commissary 

and PX on Fort Leonard Wood on Sept. 29; and 

Freedom Elementary in St. Robert on Oct. 1.

“This project is an example of how communities 

can work together to improve literacy and to be a 

welcoming place for our children and youth,” says 

WMDS Principal Michele Sumter, who dedicated 

each library “to the children, youth and adults of 

this community now and for years to come.”

About the size of a small dog house, the libraries 

are expected to house about 50 books at a time.

The orange and black libraries “may be 

small in size, but their impact will be huge in our 

community,” says Col. Andrew Herbst, Fort Leonard 

Wood’s Garrison commander. Pointing to the one 

at the PX during the dedication, he said, “it not 

only promotes literacy, but also goodness and 

kindness, and that makes our world a better place.”

The book exchange is based on an honor 

system of ‘take one, leave one.’ Students are 

asked to bring a book to the library and 

trade it in for another one. Their own 

book then becomes the library’s, so 

that another student may read it. The 

Missouri State University Literacy 

Program, Wood Elementary, students 

and members of the community have 

donated books to help launch the library.

With 76% of the student population 

being military connected, the libraries are 

an especially welcome addition to the area. 

 “Books can be comforting, especially to 

a student whose parent is deployed,” says 

Darrel Vaughan, assistant superintendent 

of personnel services. “Books can also 

take students around the world without 

ever having to leave their home.”

The literacy-based project was 

connected to the state standards and the 

writing process unit, and all five libraries 

are registered with the national Little Free 

Library organization, which boasts more than 

30,000 book exchanges around the world.    

During each dedication, Rivard told 

parents about the lessons the students 

learned, correlating the building process 

to the writing process. It was also fun. 

WMDS opens 5 
Little Free Libraries

“Your children and I have made many great memories 

in class that I hope they will never forget,” Rivard 

says. “Students, thank you!  I am so proud of you!”

In addition to Rivard and Sumter, the following 

helped the students with the project:  Maj. Gen. Kent 

Savre, Commanding General of Fort Leonard Wood; 

Col. Herbst; Garrison soldiers and personnel; Wanda 

Dotson, the commissary manager; Dave Swenson, the 

AAFES manager; City of Waynesville and Mayor Luge 

Hardman; Laura’s Jewelry Design; John Schwandt; 

Clinton Jarrett, the construction technology instructor at 

the Waynesville Career Center; Paula Cox, the retired 

WMDS art instructor; Jeff Stone, teacher at WMDS for 

creating the pattern; Richard Fulton, custodian; Kevin 

Pritchard, the director of operations for the Waynesville 

R-VI School District, and members of his crew.
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MAP: Students perform above state averages 
Students in the Waynesville R-VI School 

District performed above state averages in all 
overall categories on the MAP assessments. 

“We are very pleased with our overall 
results,” says Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent 
of the Waynesville R-VI School District.

The Missouri Assessment Program 
tests were administered to students 
in grades 3 through 8 and end-of-
course exams were administered to 
high school students last spring.

“Regardless of grade level, all of 
the tests were administered online for 
the first time,” says Dr. Trish Adkins, 
assistant superintendent of instructional 
services. “Our students adapted very 
quickly to the technology and to the 
rigorous expectations as well.”

In the category of English Language 
Arts, 65.5% of Waynesville students were 
proficient or advanced with the state average 
being 59.7%.  Waynesville students in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 8 and high school students 

enrolled in English II scored above state 
averages in English Language Arts. Sixth 
graders exceeded the state’s average 
by 9.4% with 64.4% scoring proficient or 
advanced compared to the state’s 55%. 
Waynesville seventh graders were the 
only grade level with a score below the 
state average with 55.7% proficient or 
advanced, compared to the state’s 57.3%.

In the category of Mathematics, the 
district’s overall score was 48.2% proficient 
or advanced, while the state’s was 45.1%. 
Again, Waynesville students scored above 
the state’s average in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 8 
and in Algebra II at the high school.  Seventh 
graders and students enrolled in Algebra I 
were both slightly below the state’s average.

“Our greatest success story coming out of 
the math department is that we had 65 eighth 

graders take Algebra I at the middle school 
and 100 percent of them scored proficient 
or advanced in Algebra I,” Adkins says.

In the category of Science, the district’s 
overall average in the category was 60.9% 
proficient or advanced and the state’s was 
56.7%. Waynesville students scored above 
the state average in all of the grades and 
courses tested, which includes grades 
5, 8 and Biology I at the high school.

American Government students 
also scored above the state 
average by more than 10%.

The Waynesville R-VI’s MAP scores 
are listed below; its Annual Performance 
Report (APR) scores appear on the 
first page of the I in the Tiger. 

Tina Woolsey, Missouri Director for AdvancED, presented an AdvancEd plaque recognizing 
the Waynesville R-VI School District for its accomplishments to Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent, and Dr. Trish Adkins, assistant superintendent of instructional services, on 
Sept. 21 during the Waynesville R-VI Board of Education meeting.  The Waynesville R-VI 
School District received district-level accreditation through AdvancED, the organization 
formally known as North Central. This is an international accreditation certifying that the 
district meets the high standards for educational excellence put forth by AdvancED.

Elementary students adapt quickly to the use of technology. 

District receives international accreditation 

English	  Language	  Arts

Grade	  
MO	  2015	  Results	  

Prof/Adv
Waynesville	  R-‐VI	  	  2015	  

Results	  Prof/Adv
3 57.2% 62.3%
4 58.5% 67.1%
5 59.1% 67.8%
6 55.0% 64.4%
7 57.3% 55.7%
8 57.6% 59.6%

WHS	  End	  of	  
course	  
English	  II	   73.6% 78.9%
English	  

Language	  Arts	  
Overall	  District	  

Score 59.7% 65.5%

Mathematics

Grade	  
MO	  2015	  Results	  

Prof/Adv
Waynesville	  R-‐VI	  	  2015	  

Results	  Prof/Adv
3 52.0% 56.0%
4 49.6% 56.9%
5 39.9% 46.7%
6 38.1% 42.4%
7 35.3% 32.5%
8 28.3% 36.6%

WHS	  End	  of	  
course	  

Algebra	  I	   62.1% 54.8%
Mathematics	  

Overall	  District	  
Score 45.1% 48.2%

Science

Grade	  
MO	  2015	  Results	  

Prof/Adv
Waynesville	  R-‐VI	  	  2015	  

Results	  Prof/Adv
5 47.0% 47.1%
8 48.9% 57.9%

WHS	  End	  of	  
course	  
Biology	  I 74.3% 74.4%

Science	  Overall	  
District	  Score 56.7% 60.9%

American	  Government

Grade	  
MO	  2015	  Results	  

Prof/Adv
Waynesville	  R-‐VI	  	  2015	  

Results	  Prof/Adv
WHS	  American	  
Government 63.4% 73.8%
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Homecoming 2015:  101 TigerNations 
Homecoming 
2015’s theme of 
101 TigerNations 
was based on a 
Disney theme and 
a celebration of the 
101st anniversary 
of Waynesville 
High School. 

Below, Halle Craven 
(center) and her parents, 
Julissa and Albert Craven, 
react to the announcement 
that Halle is being named 
queen.

Homecoming float/parade entry results by category are as follows: Overall Float Grand Prize Winner:  Wood Elementary (above, left); K-6: 1st was Wood 
and 2nd was Partridge; 7-12: 1st was WMDS StuCo (above, right) and 2nd was Senior Class; Clubs/Athletics: 1st was Freedom Club Tiger and 2nd was 
Yearbook; and Support Services: 1st was Transportation and 2nd was Food Services.

Above, Homecoming 
Court members were 
Tiger Cubs Mary Grace 
Allen and Gabe Scott; 
Alyssa Parker, senior; 
Alexis Willingham, 
senior; Queen Halle 
Craven, senior; 
Mary Gail DuBose, 
senior; Ebony Sago, 
sophomore; Afatia 
Poinsette, freshman; 
and Judy Swink, 
junior. 

In the business window decorating 
contest, Lost in the Woods Antiques took 
1st; Mid-America Bank and Trust, 2nd; 
and Hoppers Pub, 3rd.

Homecoming photos by 
Kyrene Resel and Steve 
Ward 

The Tigers defeated the 
Lakers 42 to 21 during 
the Oct. 2 Homecoming 
Game. Above, Tigers 
work together to make 
a tackle. Seth Hedrick 
holds onto the ball, 
gaining yardage for a 
first down. 
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Slaughter Field, including the track that 
surrounds it at Waynesville Middle School, 
has reopened after nearly a year of repairs 
and work on both the field and the track.  

“We are delighted to have this 
facility open again,” says Dr. Brian 
Henry, superintendent of Waynesville 
schools. “In addition to our students, the 
community uses this track extensively.” 

The track will be open to the public 
during most early mornings, late evenings 
and weekends. It will be closed to the public 
during regular school hours including 30 
minutes before and after school (7 a.m. to 
3 p.m.), team practices, meets, games 
and other school-related uses. It will also 
be closed to the public when the facility is 
being rented by outside organizations.  

Slaughter Field was closed in November 
2014 so that permanent repairs could be 
made to the track. The track sustained 
extensive damage during the flood of August 
2013, but temporary patches were applied 
to the track’s surface so that the facility 
could be used for the spring and fall 2014 
sports seasons. In November 2014, work to 
permanently repair the facility began with 
an anticipated July 2015 completion date.   

“Then, in July 2015 – just as we were 
preparing to open the track back up – flood 
waters again damaged the field,” says Dr. 
Chris Berger, assistant superintendent of 
operational services. “We thank everyone 

Slaughter Field, Track reopen at middle school - finally! 

for their patience and the City of 
Waynesville for working with us to find a 
more permanent solution to the flooding 
situation. This has been a long process.” 

Mid America Golf & Landscape 
completed the work, which included 
some demolition, installing a curb and 
french drain and re-surfacing the entire 
track. The multi-step process included 
leveling and preparing the surface 
for asphalt, installing the asphalt, letting it cure and finally laying down the track surface. 

“The field and track are like new and we are so fortunate to have a 
great facility like this to share with the community,” Berger says. 

Above, Slaughter Field and Track have 
opened after nearly a year of work. At right, 
Slaughter Field in 2013 following the flood. 

B2 HEAVILY IMPACT AID FUNDS ACCOUNT FOR 7 PERCENT OR ABOUT 
$5 MILLION OF THE DISTRICT’S REVENUE.  B2 FEDERAL FUND 
ELIGIBILITY IS DIRECTLY LINKED WITH LOCAL SUPPORT. B2

Major General Kent 
Savre, the Commanding 
General of the U.S. Army 
Maneuver Support Center 
of Excellence and Fort 
Leonard Wood, and his wife, 
Mary Beth Savre, shared 
the book “Click, Clack, Moo 
Cows that Type” during the 
district’s Love of Reading 
Day. The event was held at 
Thayer Elementary and was 
sponsored by the Parent 
to Parent Group on Fort 
Leonard Wood. Attendees 
received a copy of the book 
donated by the Spouses 
Club of Fort Leonard Wood. 

At Freedom Elementary,
Author/Illustrator, 
Martha Dinsdale talked 
about how individual 
snow flakes and winter 
scenes inspired her 
to write her book, 

“Go Away Winter.” 

Waynesville R-VI School District 
held its fall Love of Reading 
Day on Sept. 21. At right, a 
sixth grader takes time to read. 
To celebrate the Love of Reading, students 
at Wood Elementary enjoyed listening to a 
story provided by Grandma Gertie and Debbie 
Anderson. Grandma Gertie shared several books, 
including one titled, “What Grandmas Do Best.” 
Anderson, a retired Waynesville librarian, treated 
students to stories about corn and fall harvest. 

Reading 
for fun

At East Elementary, soldiers who 
are members of the school’s 
Partners in Education spent part of 
their day reading to students.
6   FA L L 2 0 1 5  N E W S L E T T E R
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2%
THE 

WAYNESVILLE 
R-VI SCHOOL 

DISTRICT 
SPENDS JUST 

2% OF ITS 
ANNUAL BUDGET 
ON ALL OF THE 

DISTRICT’S 
BUILDING 

DEBT, WHICH 
IS FINANCED 

THROUGH 
LEASE-

PURCHASE 
AGREEMENTS. 

Dwight D. Eisenhower was president; 
the microchip was born, the Guggenheim 
Museum opened in New York, Fidel Castro 
declared his revolution a victory and came 
to the United States for a goodwill tour, 
“Rawhide” premiered, Hawaii became a 
state, “Some Like it Hot” debuted with Marilyn 
Monroe and Jack Lemmon, Antarctica was 
set aside as a nature reserve devoted to 
peace and science, the first color photograph 
of Earth was received from outerspace and 
the Waynesville R-VI School District opened 
what is today Waynesville Middle School. 

The year was 1959. 
A lot has changed around the world 

since then, but many parts of Waynesville 
Middle School remain much like they were 
when the building opened 56 years ago.

“The time has arrived for us to take a 
serious look at the needs of our middle 
school now and for years to come,” says 
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent. 

The Waynesville R-VI Board of 
Education is leading efforts to determine 
what’s best for the facility’s future. In 
2014, the board hired the architectural firm 
of Dickinson and Hussman to interview 
principals, teachers, citizens, staff and 
students and to make recommendations

On Sept. 15, 2015, during a special board 
meeting, Dickinson Hussman presented 
the board with a four-phase renovation plan 
of the existing site that would preserve the 
newest additions/upgrades to the school, 
including both gyms, but eventually over 
a period of several years and phases 
demolish the oldest parts of the structure.  

During its regular meeting in 
September, the board voted to continue 
architectural research toward the 
tentative four-phase renovation plan.

 “We have not voted to do anything but 
study the possibilities. To be very clear, we 
have not voted to build or tear down anything 
at the middle school,” says Dr. LeRoy 
Fulmer, president of the Waynesville Board 
of Education.  “We have reviewed several 
options and this four-phase renovation plan 
has the most traction right now. Before 
we go any further we want to determine if 
it is even feasible, given that much of the 
school’s property lies in a flood plain.”  

Architect Don Hussman notes that 
85 percent of the site is encumbered by a 
flood plain and that the classroom phase 
(Phase 1) would need to be elevated 
several feet above the ground. Beyond 
modernizing the facility, the tentative 
plan would bring natural light in nearly all 
of the classrooms and put each team of 
teachers in close proximity to one another. 

“This four-phase plan would result in 
improvements to address current issues with 
the building, as well as update and improve 
the environment for education in the building; 
however, we need to make sure it is feasible 
before we go any further,” Henry says. “What 
I like best about this four-phase option is that 
it allows us to continue educating students 

Waynesville Middle School opened in 1959, which grew from the former Roubidoux 
Elementary that opened in 1957. 

Board considers 4-phase 
middle school reno option

while the work is going on and it preserves 
what is best about the existing structure 
while doing away with the parts that have 
served their purpose. I would like to see our 
middle school students in better facilities.”

Knowing that major work is needed at the 
middle school, the district has balances in its 
Fund 4 (capital improvements fund) toward 
the first phase of a middle school renovation 
project, says Dr. Chris Berger, assistant 
superintendent of operational services. 

“The civil engineering study, however, may 
reveal that the current site will not support 
this new structure or that we may be better 
off to move to another location, so everything 
is really still up in the air,” Henry says. “If the 
civil engineering study looks promising, then 
we will invite the public to review it and offer 
input. In the meantime, I want parents and 
patrons to know that we recognize there is a 
need to upgrade the middle school facilities 
and we are studying the issue. The board 
does not want to move too quickly because 
our facilities have to last a long time.” 

If they last as long as the oldest parts 
of the exsiting structure, that means they 
could still be in use in the year 2071.  

 

Contractors are installing new cables and wireless access 
points in every classroom in the district through December.

“We will try to minimize the interruptions, but they 
will be worth it when there is a wireless access point up 
and running in every classroom in January,” says Diana 
Davison, the district’s coordinator of technology services.  

New wireless controllers and switches will be 
installed during the process, which will result in 
improved wireless connections and speeds.

“As I have visited buildings, teachers have 
repeatedly asked for improved Internet connectivity to 
implement more 21st Century skills and technology 
based projects,” says Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent. 
“This installation should help significantly.”

E-rate funds will pay for the majority of the project’s costs. 
The E-rate program is administered by the Universal Service 
Administrative Company under the direction of the FCC.

“Being awarded E-rate dollars moved this project 
from our ‘wish list’ to our implement list,” says Mike 
Henson, director of instructional media and technology. 
“We are grateful to have been awarded the funds.”

Crew members, who have each been through 
a background check, will be working in the 
district’s buildings during the school day.

Wireless access being installed

On one of the hottest days of July 2015, soldiers from Fort 
Leonard Wood’s Partners in Education helped transform 
the former Pick Elementary to Wood Elementary. 
Thanks to the work of soldiers, students, parents, staff, 
administrators and other volunteers, Wood Elementary 
opened on time this fall at 4590 Buckeye on post. 

FA L L 2 0 1 5  N E W S L E T T E R  ·  7
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Upcoming fine arts events 

200 Fleetwood Drive
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